!0                  THE BENSON MURDER CASE

activity which heretofore had been alien to his tempera-
mental promptings and habitual predilections.

The case intruded upon Vance's life suddenly and un-
tffcp-ectedly, although he himself had, by a casual request
made to the District Attorney over a month before, been
the involuntary agent of this destruction of his normal
routine. The thing, in fact, burst upon us before we had
quite finished our breakfast on that mid-June morning, and
put an end temporarily to all business connected with the
purchase of the Cezanne paintings. When, later in the day,
I visited the Kessler Galleries, two of the water-colours that
Vance had particularly desired had been sold; and I am
convinced that, despite his success in the unravelling of the
Benson murder mystery and his saving of at least one inno-
cent person from arrest, he has never to this day felt entirely
compensated for the loss of those two little sketches on which
be had set his heart.

As I was ushered into the living-room that morning b^y
Currie, a rare old English servant who acted as Vance'k
butler, valet, major-domo and, on occasions, speciality cook,
Vance was sitting in a large armchair, attired m a surah
silk dressing-gown and grey suede slippers, with Vollard's
book on C&anne open across his knees.

'Forgive my not rising, Van,5 he greeted me casually.
*I have the whole weight of the modern evolution in art
itsting on my legs. Furthermore, this plebeian early rising
fatigues me, y'know.'

He riffled the pages of the volume, pausing here and there
at a reproduction.

Thfe chap Vottard,' he remarked at length, 'has been
rather liberal with our art-fearing country. He has sent a
ircaBy goodkh collection of his Gezannes here. I viewed 'em
yesterday with the proper reverence, and, I might add,
unconcern, for Kessler was watching me; and I've marked
the owes I wairt you to buy for me as soon as the Gallery
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